Source: TBI archive for Theater Plaza Associates; Elkus/Manfredi Architects for Amherst Media 










City 
Sleuth 
Citation 






la 


y 






rub Ticket Site in Theater District 





Library 
Boston Architec tural Cente} 


hor BEFLU BIVA UF 


The newsletter for people who care about Boston 


ISSN 1552-4655 * $25/yr. 


RMERK 


July ne aa st 200 














A 2005—The proposal from Amherst Media Investors for the parcel next to the Wilbur 
Theatre selected by the BRA features a 3-story restaurant, bar and cultural space 
with an electronic billboard announcing the Theater District. 


4 1983—The proposal from Theater Plaza Associates for parcel P-7A in the 
Theater District selected by the BRA was for a 10-story restaurant and 


office complex with a 50-foot sculptural element on a small plaza. 


Theater District Development—The Boston Rede- 


velopment Authority (BRA) has given preliminary approval for a 
project on land next to the Wilbur Theatre. The parcel, P-7A, less than 
6,000 s.f., has been the subject of development proposals since 1982. 
The saga of parcel P-7A really began when Park Square-area 
streets were widened in the late 1970s and the Hub Ticket trailer 
was relocated to a small plot of land next to the Wilbur. When New 
England Medical Center (NEMC) was expanding in the 1950s and 
theater in Boston was not, NEMC bought the Wilbur and the Wang 
Center and had plans to tear both down by 1975. But construction 
of the State Transportation Building and its ground-floor retail and 
250-car garage in 1981 signaled the start of theater-district revital- 
ization, and the BRA issued its first request for proposals (RFP) for 
the high-visibility "Hub Ticket" gateway parcel in 1982, setting off 
a series of events that have tied up the parcel for over 20 years. 
The owners of the Wilbur Theatre next to parcel P-7A have 
wanted to develop the site as part of an attempt to boost revenues 
to keep the Wilbur viable. Starting with the 1982 proposals, the 
BRA seems to have favored proposals that did not incorporate the 
Wilbur Theatre despite promoting theaters through Midtown Cul- 
tural District zoning. The sequence: 
¢ 1983—BRA selected Theater Plaza Associates over Wilbur 
Theatre Associates, then-owners of the Wilbur. The proposal 
included a 10-story building with restaurants and office and a 50- 
foot sculpture. The losing proposal would have built over the 
Wilbur and used the alley between the two. The selected devel- 
oper did not advance the project for almost three years and in 
1986 wanted to increase the size of the parcel by incorporating 
the alley used by the Wilbur. The Wilbur owners requested that 
the BRA reopen the process so they could bid again. 


* 1987—BRA rejected the Wilbur owners' appeal to issue a new RFP. 


¢ 1988—NEMC and Institute of Contemporary Art proposed a 
200-foot office tower next to and over the Wilbur that would have 
housed the ICA. NEMC owns the air rights over the Wilbur. 

* 1999—With the selected developer unable to advance the project 
since 1983, the Wilbur owners proposed a 15-story apartment 
building and air rights over the Wilbur. The BRA was not interested. 

* 2004—By now, the BRA had sought new developers twice 
since 1999 and rejected all proposals. The 2004 RFP issued by the 
BRA specifically ruled out the idea of incorporating air rights. 

* 2005—The BRA reversed itself and reissued the RFP, this 

time allowing proposals that included air rights over adjacent 

buildings. 

2005—The BRA selected Amherst Media to develop the site 

and rejected the proposal from the Wilbur owners that would 

have included a 13-story wing over the Wilbur. 

The proposal from Amherst Media Investors LLC of New Jersey 

features a three-story, 13,448 s.f. glass-enclosed structure with 

"grand marquee,” innovative signage and a glass elevator. A high- 

end bistro and a chain restaurant would be on the first floor, space 

for the Wang Center's Suskind Young at Arts educational programs 
on the second floor, and a restaurant/bar/entertainment use— 
possibly a Boston location for Cambridge's Middle East restau- 
rant—on the third and possible roof deck. The developer has struck 

a deal with the Wang Center for the rights to the stage backdrop and 

roof for advertising in exchange for low rent for the youth arts program. 
Boston is full of examples of buildings looking quite different 

from what was proposed. The question is if something will be built 
or if this process will go on for more years. 


bm ® 


Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospi- 
tal has decided to move to a new $100 
million building with 150 private rooms on 
parcels 6 and 7 in the Charlestown Navy 
Yard sometime in 2009 or 2010. No decision 


ah 500 Atlantic Ave. Intercontinen- 
tal Hotel has been informed that its move 
to change the approved plan for the hotel 
entrance is not acceptable to WalkBoston 
and represents a material change in the 
state- and city-approved plan. WalkBoston 
took the unusual step of filing a Notice of 
Project Change (NPC) with the Massachu- 
setts Environmental Policy Act Office 
(MEPA)—typically the NPC is filed by the 
proponent—which kicked off a 30-day pub- 
lic comment period on the proposed change. 

The proposed change is at the entrance to 
the hotel. The approved plan would minimize 
the curb cuts for vehicles, and the single two- 
way curb cut would allow a continuous side- 
walk along the street and Rose Fitzgerald 
Kennedy Greenway. Intercontinental Ho- 
tel and the Central Artery/Tunnel project 
have proposed a design that would force 
pedestrians to walk around and under the 
hotel entrance and would eliminate 125 feet 
of public sidewalk. The former sidewalk area 
would be used for hotel drop-off and parking. 

A recent Boston Globe editorial sup- 
ported WalkBoston on this issue, ques- 

































People Movers 


Howard Ris, former senior fellow at the World Economic Forum in Geneva, is the new 
president of the New England Aquarium. 

Kenneth Greenberg, planning consultant and former head of planning in Toronto, is 
the interim chief planner at the Boston Redevelopment Authority. 

Ellen Roy Herzfelder, from state secretary of Environmental Affairs to policy analyst 
to the governor. 

Stephen Pritchard, from head of the Department of Conservation and Receation (DCR) 
to state secretary of Environmental Affairs. 

Stephen Burrington, from Office of Commonwealth Development (OCD) to head of 
DCR. 

Kate Fichter, from Executive Office of Transportation to OCD. 

Thomas Trimarco is the new state secretary of Administration and Finance, succeeding 
Eric Kriss. 

Ileen Gladstone was promoted to vice president of GEI Consultants, Inc. 

Frank Vitale has returned to Parsons Transportation Group after a stint at 
DMJM-+Harris. 

David Newton, former director of the grant center at Fitchburg State College, is 
MassDevelopment’s grant manager in the finance division. 

Maggie Debbie, former director of real property and environmental management at 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, is MassDevelopment's senior vice 
president, asset management, in the real estate division. 

Mary Peters, head of the Federal Highway Administration since 2001, has resigned. 

James Foulke has been named the first chief of the Silver Line for the MBTA. 

George Sanborn, MBTA librarian and reference librarian at the State Transportation 

Library for 37 years, has retired. 










has been made about the future of its present 
296-bed building on Nashua Street. The new 
building will have research and conference 
space plus other amenities and underground 
parking. Preliminary design architects: 
Perkins and Will. 






























@) Russia Wharf Notice of Project 
Change—Russia Wharfis going condo. After 
obtaining most of the permits for the project 
described in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report of Feb. 11, 2004, (see The Boston 
Informer ‘Around the Waterfront’ Summer 
2004), the proponent Equity Office Proper- 
ties filed a Notice of Project Change on July 
8, 2005 in which 135 residential units replace 
the 300-room hotel, and the 50 loft units in the 
Russia Building increase to 65 lofts. The 
proposed 500,000 s.f. of office space is not 
changed, but the proposed number of parking 
















































CO tioned why the City of Boston did not spaces iS increased from 512 to 650 to reflect 
object to the proposed change and seems to the increased residential demand. Changes 
be rallying support for WalkBoston’s posi- have also been made in the floor plan to give 
tion. MEPA will accept comments on more retail and public open spaces. Only 

Somerville WalkBoston’s NPC (EOEA #10546) minor changes have been made to the exterior 






of the proposed buildings in the complex. 
Architect: CBT. Estimated cost: $300 million. 






through Sept. 13, 2005. Copies of the NPC 
4 are available from Wendy Landman, 
WalkBoston, at 617-367-9255. 
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© The underground garage at the 
Christian Science Center leaks, but the 
Church has plans to waterproof the plaza 
above the garage. The fountain that is 
normally a magnet for children of all ages 
in the summer heat has been off as repair 
work to the brick repaving is underway. 
The work is expected to be complete in 
September (after school begins). In addi- 
tion, the City of Boston has required a 
protective fence at the base of the Church’s 
Huntington Avenue office building to keep 
pedestrians from being hit by spalling con- 
crete from the structure. 
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MBTA Updates—If it weren’t for bad luck the | mitments —about the time the current planning 
MBTA would have no luck at all...the long- —_ effort began. The three-phase project—actually 
awaited upgrade of Blue Line Maverick station just two phases since the MBTA has not imple- 
y has again been delayed until early 2008. The mented the Phase I bus improvements—is now 
original deadline was to extend Blue Line plat- scheduled to be in planning and environmental 
forms by Dec. 31, 1998, so the line could carry _ review indefinitely, with draft planning docu- 
more people during Central Artery construction. ments for the rail transit phase of the Urban Ring 
There are two issues: modifying the station to —_ under review in 2011. No estimate was made for 
accommodate six-car trains and modernizing the | when final documents would be filed with the 
station and bus terminal. Platforms willbelength- state. Beyond these dates, the MBTA will still 
ened by Dec. 31, 2005, but six-car trains cannot __ need to issue multi-year design and construction 
run until State station is modernized. That workis —_ contracts. 
also delayed, and the MBTA now estimates State The MBTA seems unable to run interim bus 
will be done Dec. 31, 2006. The MBTA has not _ service for routes that it would like to see as rail or 
explained why Maverick won’t be complete for —_ bus rapid transit someday. Examples: Urban Ring 
another year beyond that. Phase I buses, surface bus to Logan Airport via 
The pace of Urban Ring transit improve- Ted Williams Tunnel that could have been in 
ments has slowed to glacial. Theneedtosupple- service in 1996 or Silver Line service now from 
ment the MBTA’s radial system was identified | Dudley to So. Station and Airport using bus lanes. 
in the 1970s, again in the 1980s, andarequire- The lack of any transit improvements in the Urban 
ment to decide whether and how to provide _Ring for another 10 years is likely to lead to 
circumferential transit by Sept. 30, 1995, was _ extreme crowding in the central subway and auto- 
included in the Central Artery air qualitycom- —_ oriented Urban Ring development. 
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MBTA Silver Line 


The MBTA has essentially frozen design work and funding applica- 
tions for Phase III] of the Silver Line bus rapid transit project due to lack 
of consensus, despite getting the go-ahead from state environmental 
officials to proceed and resolve conflicts. 

MBTA General Manager Grabauskas was quoted in The Boston 
Globe saying there is not consensus about what the project should look 
like. He wants approval from abutters in the South Cove area before 
resubmitting the project to the Federal Transit Administration. 

The Boston Informer has a few suggestions for the MBTA for the 
’ next year’s thinking on this project: 
mR a | | # ¢ Silver Line Phase III is first and foremost the completion of the 

| promised underground connection for the Washington Street Silver 
Line service. The surface route to Temple Place is an interim service 
until the connection (Phase III) could be figured out. 

* Connecting the So. Boston Silver Line and Green Line at Boylston 
offers tremendous ridership benefits even without a connection to the 
Washington Street service. The “core tunnel” for this segment could be 
designed now since it would be built regardless of portal location. 

¢ If there is not consensus about basic aspects of the project, why is 

Silver Line Phase III in preliminary design and not planning? 
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When will it be done? 
The Scoop on the Big Dig Schedule 


Concerns about MassPike taking over the Central Artery/Tunnel (CA/T) 
project from Bechtel/Parsons Brinckerhoff on Dec. 31 when there appears to 
be a significant work remaining are unfounded. All of the major CA/T road- 
ways and tunnels will be open and operating by fall 2005. According to Big 
Dig officials, this would constitute “substantial completion” in Big Dig con- 
tract terms, but there will be continuing wrap-up work for years. The surface 
roads on the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway will be finished by the end 
of 2005 and park construction will probably be finished by early 2007. 


























































Boston Public Market 


The Boston Public Market Association has cre- : ov ee | yy 
ated the beginnings of a year-round public market- ' a”. xX x x xx av — 
place on the Old Northern Avenue Bridge with the hme... q 
July opening of the Boston Public Market. Currently 
open Monday and Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., _— 
this initial market will shutter for the season in ce 
November. Produce and products from cut flowers . -...——— P 
to farm-fresh fruits to jams are for sale. ae XXX ‘04 

The non-profit Boston Public Market Association’s RESTS ee 
goal is to re-establish a traditional marketplace in : 
Boston like used to exist at Faneuil Hall, Quincy 
Market and other places in Boston. The Association 
envisions a year-round operation that would be a 
civic place, not just a place to buy goods. ah 

Planning for the Boston Public Market began in ees r __— | 
1996 when the Mass. Department of Food & Agricul- e 
ture and officials from U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture began investigating sites for a public market. 
Call the Boston Public Market Association, 781-893- 
8222 or www. bostonpublicmarket.org. 
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Source: The Boston Public Market Associaton 





Welcome to The Boston Informer 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever 
else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to 
The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or 
e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 





City evaluates Downtown Crossing auto-restricted 
zone; says area needs a new look... 
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Super-Size it at the 
Downtown Crossing drive-thru! 
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You Were Asking 


. In the year ended June 30, 2005, the Hynes Con- 


vention Center in the Back Bay had an estimated 
403,000 attendees and the Boston Convention 
and Exhibition Center (BCEC) in So. Boston had 
187,000 attendees. Why is there a commission to 
consider closing the Hynes and not the BCEC? 


. Nobody wants to admit that building the BCEC 


was a costly mistake. 


. When will MassPike designate developers for its 


Bulfinch Triangle parcels so construction can 
begin and a supermarket finally built? The MBTA 
already designated developers for its parcels. 


A. The latest word from MassPike: early fall. 
. The Boston Globe reported twice that the steel 


for the staging for the recent Rolling Stones con- 
certs at Fenway Park weighed 170,000 tons and 
was brought in by 35 flatbed tractor-trailers. Can 
a flatbed tractor-trailer really carry almost 5,000 
tons, 10 million pounds? 


. No. A flatbed tractor-trailer can only carry about 


80,000 pounds. 


. One of my friends in East Boston said she remem- 


bers an MBTA station called "Milk Street." Is she 
correct? What is the station now called? 


. Milk station on the Orange Line became State in 


1967 when a number of station names were 
changed. Atlantic became Aquarium anticipating 
the New England Aquarium opening in 1968; Wood 
Island Park became Wood Island since Massport 
was taking the park for Airport purposes; and the 
Orange Line station State / Milk/Devonshire was 
simplified to State. The change consolidated the 
different station names for the northbound, south- 
bound and "interchange" stations and supported 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority's goal to 
maintain State Street's traditional position as cen- 
ter of the financial district. 
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